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Eco-arsty offes |
some fine choices §

*Continued from D20

You canalso getagimpse ofabetter workd,
at least in terms of the environment, by pop-
ping intothe eco-aristry exhibit Pt togeth-
et by the National Taiwan Craft Research
Tnstitute, eco-artistry is all about “waste nof,
want not.” While there is no denying that
many of the products wouldn'tlook out of
place in San Francisco's Haight-Ashbury in
1967 they ae based on asolid design principle
and, without being too blunt, not ugly. From
bamboo fans and fine weaving to elegant
wooden teacups and a truly charming pair of
bamboo glasses that would look good on Har-
ry Potter, this turn to sustainability offers
some fine choices for both the planet and the
gsthetic.

Yes, there are myriad manifestations that
make up modern Taiwan and this year'sfest-
valis ambitiously trying to find a place for
them all. From the aboriginal, Dutch, Japan-
ese and surprisingly Canadian influences
Qepicted in the Taiwan Uncensored exhibit fo
the Retur fo Innocence performance of Amis
Kakeng, the island's leading aboriginal per-
cussion group,and the hinks of the Formosa
Club Show, it  tal order

I¢satall order tha, in many ways, best finds
itsf come alive in Showtime Kaohsiung! Fea-
turing the students of the Shu Te commercial
high school rom the port city in the south of
Taiwan, Showtime Kaohsiung! is one part
Cirque du Soleil one part Cockta, the movie
starring Tom Cruise, and 100-per-cent excit
ing, Blending martialars, gymnastics mod-

ern music and traditional instruments, and
artending, the group leaps around the tage,
flinging themselves, shakers and glasses
through the ir. fteir sheer dancing dexter-
ity doesn't get you, their fearlessness will.

0F course, no TaiwanFest would be com-
plete without the mixed fleets of the dragon
Doat races,

"Thisis the sixth year the vibrantly painted
boats have been a part of the event and, ike
the Dragon Boat Fetival, which celebated it
20th anniversary this year, it brings tens of
thousands down to False Creek to see who
yill capture the flag. This year's festival,
which has the boats in the water all day on
Saturday and inthe morning on Sunday, has
three types of races. There’s the nogard,
whetethe teams battle Tiiwanese-style to pull
{0 the fiish ine flag, the barrel and the heart-
thumping blindfold, where allthe paddlers
have their eyes covered and have to rely on
instinct and the directions of the onboard
drummer and steersperson to guide them
over the finish line,

What more could you ask for over the long

weekend?
Specialfo The Sun

[ojonline

To see two photo galleres for this
story, ne about shopping the market
and the offer about the food, visit
Vanpouversun.com

oo ng. peomes st e Te connrid g cho
from the port ity the south of Taiwan.
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Aug. 23
19:00 —20:00

Aug. 24
16:00—17:00

Sh Owti me The Shu Te Cultural Performance Arts Group is a team

: composed of students from the Shu Te Commercial
KaOh S' u ng ! High School in Kaohsiung, Taiwan, which is known
for providing well rounded education to broaden
Shu-Te Cultural students’ scope of training and experience. The Shu
Te Cultural Performing Arts Group has performed
Performance in many major events both in Taiwan and overseas.
Arts GFOUD The repertoire of the group is rnul_tifaceted inl that thle
performers dance to modern music played with tradi-
tional instruments. They also incorporate Kungfu and
bartending in their performances. Despite the difficult
moves in martial art, the performers show the grace-
ful rhythms of “figure bartending”, and continue to
promote the unique traditions of Taiwan.
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